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Our Process 

• Nominations by students, parents, and 

teachers 

• Interview of nominees 

• Observation of teaching by nominees 

• Selection Committee review 

• Awards for Outstanding Teaching 



Nominations 

Nominations by students, parents, and teachers 

Each student and teacher received a nomination form and 

letter inviting them to nominate a teacher.  Students were 

asked to take letters to their parents. 

Nominations were collected in a drop box in the school 

office. 

Nominations were copied and given to each selection 

committee member, along with other materials to be 

considered.  (Interviewers and observers did not see the 

nominations until after selection committee members had 

completed the review of documents.) 

 



The Nominees 

• Rachel Bunk 

• Cheryl Colley 

• Jan Endrès 

• Sarah Grady 

• Bridget Hancock 

• Betty Henderson 

• Donald Jones 

• Brandi McIntosh 

 

 

• Blanchie Pone 

• Estalinda Roberson 

• Joyce Shakir 

• Cynthia Stevenson 

• Brenda Stewart 

• Barbara Thompson 

• Reneé Toth 



Interview of nominees 

Observation of teaching 

• Nominees were interviewed, following a 

question protocol that was aligned with the 

nomination forms. 

• Nominees were observed teaching at times 

they suggested. Examples of actions that reflect 

good practice (according to education 

research), were noted. 



Selection Committee review 

• Each member of the Committee received a 

binder with sections of information about 

each nominee.  Each section included 

1. Nomination forms submitted 

2. Interview report 

3. Observation report 

4. Nominee rating form 

• Committee members did not receive 

photographs or any demographic or 

biographical information about the nominees. 



Award Selection 

• Rating sheets prepared independently by 

Selection Committee were tallied by AAERO 

staff, using EXCEL. 

• The nominees with the highest point rating in 

each of 3 categories were chosen to receive 

the award.  Categories were 

1. Pre-Kindergarten – grade 2 

2. Grades 3 – 5 

3. Resource teachers & Exceptional children’s 

teachers 



Presentation of Awards 

• The 2003 AAERO Awards for Outstanding 

Teaching at Teresa C. Berrien School 

were presented at the Winter Concert, 

December 16, 2003 at 7 p.m. 

• The Awards were announced to students 

and faculty at the Honor Roll Assemblies, 

during the school day December 17, 

2003. 



What we observed -- 

• encouraged student 

reading to peers and gave 

several students the 
opportunity,  

• helped student with 

unfamiliar words and 
discussed the meaning,  

• complimented students who 

read to the class: "good 
reader!"  

• involved a visiting parent, 

letting her assist individual 

students. 

“ I like to be the one that 

helps the child who needs 

attention.” 

Cheryl Colley  

Cheryl Colley 



What we observed -- 

• used sign language, gestures 

and visual aids, such as 

picture cards, to remind 

children of things they’re 

expected to do, 

• called child's name 

frequently, guiding individual 

work, 

• sat on floor with children, 

guiding their work with 

blocks, asking questions 

about colors and the size of 

their “towers,” and 

encouraging work. 

“Adaptability is essential.  If 

something isn't working, we 

try something else, or find a 
different way of teaching.” 

Jan Endres 

Jan Endres 



What we observed -- 

•allowed children to express 
noisy enthusiasm in a playful 
atmosphere, still teaching 
and reinforcing learning in 
Art Bingo game, 

 

•called words in game 
(including spiral, pentagon, 
light bulb, flower), talked 
bout their meanings, and 
asked questions, such as "Do 
you remember who painted 
lots of flowers?"  (Students 
who answered correctly 
were given prizes.) 

“Always find something positive 

about each child's work.” 

Sarah Grady 

Sarah Grady 



What we observed -- 

• patiently inquired and 

waited for students to 
articulate their thoughts,  

• encouraged students to 
collaborate,  

• used meditative music to 

affect the mood and 

tone of classroom 
environment, 

• expressed high 

expectations.  

“ I love teaching and am 
trying to learn how I can be 
better and more effective at 
what I do.” 

Bridget Hancock 

Bridget Hancock 



What we observed -- 

• guided student who 
misbehaved to "time out" 
where she sat with a 
headset and book, away 
from the group, later talked 
to the child about 
unacceptable behavior 

• used nonverbal 
communication and made 
encouraging statements, 
while moving quietly among 
students as they worked in 
activity centers,  

• sent newsletter to parents, 
which includes suggested 
home activity and photo of 
child at school 

“ We're teaching the whole 
child," and infusing the whole 
curriculum in everything we 
do.” 

Betty Henderson 

Betty Henderson 



What we observed -- 

• called on students 
whether or not they 
raised their hands, 

• corrected students while 
allowing them to discuss 
alternatives, 

• alternated between the 
class and individual 
students’ answering 
questions, 

• gave prompts when 
student struggled to 
respond to question. 

“ It’s my job to comfort, so they 

can focus on school. “ 

Rachel Bunk 

Rachel Bunk 



What we observed -- 

• had students exchange and 
checked each other's 
papers, and told them that if 
they made a mistake 
checking a peer's work, the 
point comes off their score,  

• made a math exercise of 
the attendance check, 

• used overhead projector to  
review previous week's 
lesson, drill students on time 
facts (e.g., number of 
minutes in an hour), and 
demonstrate, with their help, 
addition and subtraction 
problems, using time.  

“ Let the children know where 

they stand. They graph their 

scores.  They have homework 

every day and consequences 

for not doing it.” 

Donald Jones 

Donald Jones 



What we observed -- 

• discussed students' plants 

that were growing in 

paper cups, 

• held up plants and 

removed some from cups 

to show growth, 

• asked students to identify 

parts of developing 

plants, 

• discussed word meanings 
(e.g., sprouting).   

“ I get students up and 

moving around, because I 

don't like to sit still.  I 

empathize with students who 

like to be active.”  

Brandi McIntosh 

Brandi McIntosh 



What we observed -- 

• asked a student who 
wasn't paying attention, 
"Are you checking to see 
if everyone got it right?"  
(The student immediately 
became engaged in the 
activity.)  

• read a story to the class 
and involved them in 
discussing every page, 
asking about their 
preferences related to 
the story, calling on each 
child at some point.  

“ Early childhood education is 

all ‘hands-on.’  The children 

have to touch, participate and 

make learning relevant to their 

experience.” 

Blanchie Pone 

Blanchie Pone 



What we observed -- 

Estalinda Roberson designed 
task sequences of varying 
complexity and provided 
directions, using picture cards, oral 
instructions, and gestures, uniquely 
suited to each individual.  More 
advanced student repeated a 
series of tasks with each of 8 
numbers. She demonstrated, 
guided, and corrected their 
activities, quickly, gently and firmly.  

“Find out what each child likes.  One child is motivated by food, 

another by letters.  Another likes to write math sentences.  

Punishment may be playing music the child doesn't like.  The 

challenge for the teacher is to learn what motivates each child.”  

Estalinda Roberson 



What we observed -- 

• invited class to indicate 

whether a student's answer 

was correct; if class said "no" 

teacher gave student a 

chance to change the 
answer, 

• used an incorrect response 

as an opportunity to teach 

and reinforce prior lesson on 
"y" as a vowel or consonant,  

• gave prompts when student 
struggled to respond, 

• expressed high xpectations.  

"We (teachers of younger 

children) look at them as 

being our children."  

Joyce Shakir 

Joyce Shakir 



What we observed -- 

• expressed high 

expectations,  

• gave prompts when 

student struggled to 

respond, 

• alternated between the 

class and individual 

students' answering 
questions, 

• encouraged students to 
partner.  

 

“ Parents are always 

welcome.” (She puts out a 

small survey to the parents 

each year to determine what 

parents are able to offer.)  

Cynthia Stevenson 

Cynthia Stevenson 



What we observed -- 

• said, “Thank you for pointing 
that out,” when a student 
revealed two meanings for 
one word (lap),  

• replied, "I'm glad you said 
that; let's look at that," when 
a student gave an incorrect 
answer.  (She used the 
opportunity to explain the 
difference between use of 
apostrophe “s” in 
contractions and its use to 
show possession.) 

• complimented students, 
saying "Good job!"  "Alright, 
Buddy, you've got it!" "You're 
so smart."  

"If you give a student 

confidence he can do 

anything."  

Brenda Stewart 

Brenda Stewart 



What we observed -- 

• used more than one way of 
saying things, so that 
children understand and 
increase vocabulary 
(especially adjectives).  

• encouraged peer teaching 
and students’ helping each 
other; asked students how 
they would explain 
something or do an activity.  

• walked among students 
working, asked, “"Is this your 
best work?” and 
announced, “ I'm looking for 
some papers to put up on 
the board.”  

“I see what they already 
know before introducing 
new concepts.” 

Barbara Thompson 

Barbara Thompson 



What we observed -- 

• directed students working 

in pairs in a test of 

probability, using 2-color 

chips, and plotted the 

data for all to see as 

students reported their 

findings– “heads” or 

“tails,”  

• guided students using 

note cards, writing and 
exchanging with partners, 

to help each other make 
corrections.   

“I expect parents to ask 

students about their 

behavior daily, check 

progress and homework, 

and express high 

expectations.”  

Reneé  Toth 

Reneé  Toth 



The Award Recipients 

Estalinda Roberson 

Blanchie 

Pone 

Bridget 

Hancock 



Outstanding! 

Mrs. Hancock allows the students to generate their own 
questions and math problems.   She brings materials to 

the students that demonstrate what is expected, 

beyond where they are now.  She allows the students to 

set up their own work schedules.  She says, “I take their 

input.  Communication is important.  .  . letting students 

know I believe in their ability to do whatever they set 

their minds to do. . . . Achievement is accomplishment 

of a goal that is internally defined.”   She emphasizes 

fairness, no belittling, using each other’s strengths, and 
everyone playing a part. 

 



Outstanding! 

Mrs. Pone led students in a "circle time" counting activity, 
with Thanksgiving dinner theme.  She directed them, 

"stand if you like broccoli . . ."  Everyone counted the 

number of children standing and the teacher graphed 

the food "likes" on a poster chart.  When they ran out of 

space (due to unanticipated values and intervals), she 

asked the students how that problem might be solved.  

Mrs. Pone changed the chart to accommodate their 

data.  She asked "which food was the favorite?" and 
students answered based on having read the graph.   



Outstanding! 

Mrs. Roberson, who teaches autistic children, devotes 

considerable time to her relationship with parents. She asks 
parents to work with her and daily exchange information 

about the child's life (whether anything happened that 

affected the child, whether they had been upset, excited, 

etc.) by writing notes to each other.  For each child, she 

writes an entry in the journal and sends it home every day. 
She invites parents to come to the classroom for a tour and 

mini-workshop, so they can do some of the activities at 

home, as they do at school.  She encourages parents them 

to visit the class, and when they do she puts them to work.  

Having volunteers enables her to help the children grow 

and learn to interact with others.  



What next? 



Our Thanks to . . . 

Donors to the Award for Outstanding Teaching 

 ART: Artistic Xpressions, Inc., 3308 Bragg Blvd. 

 Crown Trophy, 1015 Robeson Street 

 The Kinder, 131 Hay Street 

 It Can Be Arranged, 220 Hay Street 

 School Tools, Tallywood Shopping Center 

 SpeediPrint, 201 Franklin Street 

 Tucker’s Florist,  2112 Murchison Road  



Our thanks to. . . 

•Photographer, Al Peppers, who took still  

photographs of the nominees, and 

•Videographer, Bob Hamilton, who recorded the 

Project Reflection Dinner Meeting. 

 



Our thanks to. . . 

. . . the Selection Committee, which included a 

former superintendent of Cumberland County 
Schools, retired educators, and business and 

community leaders: 

• John Caldwell 

• Sarah DeBerry 

• John R. Griffin, Jr. 

• Jimmy Harvey 

• Beulah M. Quick 

• Rosa Torrey 

• Pamela E. Waller 



Our thanks to. . . 

. . . volunteers, Gail Douglass Faggett, 

Demetrius Haddock, Paula Quick Hall, Glenda 

Harris, and Janice Smith for implementing this 

project. 



Our thanks to. . . 

. . . to the faculty, staff, and administrators of Teresa 

C. Berrien Elementary School, especially the 

principal, Mrs. Jacqueline McLeod. 


